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1. What is it about us that so desperately longs for each life to go smoothly and each story to have a happy ending?  As mentioned in the message, some authors feel so strongly about this they suggest Paul could not possibly have been writing about his life as a believer and still describe so much struggle with sin. Why not?
1. Are you relieved or terrified (or both) at the suggestion that the Christian life involves massive doses of tension and struggle?  Have you always believed this or is it a new concept for you to wrestle with?
1. What are the benefits and what are the risks to becoming more transparent about our struggles?
1. Do you agree or disagree with the thought that arrogance and pretense is one of the biggest obstacles people outside the faith encounter when they think of Christianity?
1. Considerable time was spent on the two words:  “I myself.”  The concept seems simple enough on the surface:  “Let go of my own life and embrace my identity in Christ.”  What is it about this simple concept that is so excruciatingly difficult?

